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against intervention by any third Power she was from this time onward more than ever determined not to submit to the permanent occupation of Manchuria by Russia, and began to prepare in earnest for the struggle to evict her. Manchuria might or might not be desirable colonizing ground for the Japanese people, but the Power which possessed it controlled the ways in and the ways out of the Sea of Japan, and she had persuaded herself that to prevent Russia or any European Power from being in a position to exercise this control was vital to her existence.
It appears not to have dawned upon the Russians that a mere yellow race could have the audacity to challenge them, or that, if it did, its fate could be in doubt. They now pushed forward their scheme for exploiting Manchuria and, ignoring their definite promise to evacuate the country, were evidently preparing to make their occupation permanent. Japan expostulated and negotiated; Russia procrastinated and dispatched a big fleet and large army to the Far East; Japan broke off negotiations and declared war (February 8, 1904)* There followed, instead of the easy and expected triumph for the European Power, the long series of reverses and disasters which were to put an end to Russia's adventure in the Far East*
The Dogger Bank Incident
The Russo-Japanese War was brought home to the British people by the Dogger Bank incident of October 21, I9°4> when the Russian Baltic fleet on its way to the Far East fired on the Hull fishing fleet, sinking one trawler, killing two men and wounding six, and injuring other boats.   This was thought at the time to be a deliberate outrage, and an indignant public demanded  immediate  redress.     The   Government   at   one moment came near to giving orders to the British fleet to challenge and intercept the Russian fleet  on  its  way  to the  East, but cooler counsels prevailed,  and on the 28th the Prime  Minister was able to  announce that the Tsar had expressed his regret and that an international Commission would investigate the drcumstances with a view to the punishment of any responsible parties.   The Commission, composed of British, Russiar^ French and American Admirals (with an
